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TRENDS IN SOCIAL ASSISTANCE, MINIMUM INCOME BENEFITS
AND INCOME POLARIZATION IN AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE
by Jinxian Wang
1. In a large number of OECD countries, net minimum income benefits in-
creased in real terms, but netminimum income replacement rates decreased
between 1990 and 2009.
2. Trade openness and soaring levels of unemployment are negatively asso-
ciated with minimum income benefit developments.
3. Generosity of the benefit levels of China’s urbanminimum income program
has increased and converged across regions since 2008.
4. The tax-benefit system in European countries is essential in reducing initial
market income polarization.
5. EUpolicymakers and researchers should look not only at national dynamics
but also at EU-wide dynamics in income distribution to grasp trends in social
cohesion in the EU and to identify options and pitfalls for policy initiatives
at the EU level.
6. Comparativewelfare state scholars should paymore attention to how social
policies are imbedded in welfare institutions.
7. China’s social security system needs to be further reformed in order to
reduce poverty and extend the coverage of social protection.
8. A large part of the comparative welfare state literature has acknowledged
the ‘dependent variable’ problem but few of the studies have quantified
or measured it.
9. Economists can learn from comparisons between China and OECD countries.
10. In Leiden, having a bike is beneficiary but it requires good skills to ride
in the rain.
